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The Centre d'Art Contemporain Genève is proud to present the first institutional solo 
show in Switzerland of American artist JOSH SMITH.  
 

Smith reworks the central myths and clichés of modern painting echoing in the process 
the vitality of an expressionist mode of working as well as elements of appropriation art 
and institutional critique.  
 

The artist is remarkable for creating situations in which an excessive flood of visual 
information (from the multitude of works he creates) is offered to the viewer. In this 
overwhelming visual mass, he brings together the various genres of painting that he has 
created over the last few years: the “name paintings” in which ever new variations of the 
commonplace name JOSH SMITH serve as the motif for the pictures; the “palette 
paintings” on which he mixes the pigment for his pictures; the “announcements” that are 
simultaneously posters for the artist’s shows; and finally the “collages” in which found 
materials such as posters, newspaper clippings or maps are melded on top of each other 
together with his own drawings and prints. In this crossover, subjective experience and 
external living conditions become woven together on the surface of the picture.  
 
SMITH makes collages in large series. In the frame of his exhibition at the Centre d'Art 
Contemporain Genève, he will present a new series of more than 100 collages on 
cardboard. He works with the speed of the sketching, in a way which reveals his painting 
and thought process. The spontaneous ideas that he develops, affect changes of meaning 
and reveal mistakes as well as (apparently) wrong directions. One wonders whether his 
abundance of production is meaningful or simply superfluous visual noise, and this is part 
of the uncertainty he seeks. SMITH’s recourse to an expressionistic formal idiom differs 
fundamentally from the rhetorical and ironic paintings of the 80s. Instead his work is full 
of emotionally charged moments which, as the artist explains “you can’t see but can feel”. 
 

JOSH SMITH was born in 1976 in Tennessee, USA. He lives and works in New York. His 
various exhibitions include a group show in Kunsthalle Zurich (2007) as well as his first 
European solo show that took place in MUMOK Vienna (2008).  
JOSH SMITH was recently selected by the New Museum, New York to participate to the 
exhibition “Younger than Jesus”, which will bring together some of the most promising 
young artists around the world. 
Josh Smith is represented by Galeries Eva Presenhuber, Zurich and Luhring Augustine New 
York. 
 

Curator : Katya García-Antón 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND PRESS IMAGES, please contact  
Marie-Avril Berthet +41 22 329 18 42 presse@centre.ch 
 
In partnership with : Theillard Traiteur, Le Courrier, Hôtel Beau-Rivage and Pernod Ricard Swiss 
The Centre d’Art Contemporain Genève is supported by the Ville de Genève, Département de la culture  
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Josh Smith « Untitled » 1 to 12, 2007-2008, Courtesy Galerie Eva Presenhuber Zurich and    
Luhring Augustine, New York 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        View of the exhibition “Zurich Abstraction”at Galerie Eva Presenhuber, Zurich, 2008 

 



 
JOSH SMITH BIOGRAPHY 
 
Born in Tennessee, USA in 1976. Lives and works in New York 
 
EDUCATION 
 
1994 – 1996        Miami University, Oxford, Ohio 
1996 – 1998        University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee (BFA) 
 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS (SELECTION) 
2009 
Frans Halsmuseum, Haarlem (NL)/ Hiromi Yoshii Gallery, Tokyo (JP)/ Luhring Augustine, 
New York, “Rusters in the Duffel” / Air de Paris, Paris, (FR) “I'm not you” 
  
2008 
Galerie Catherine Bastide, Brussels / MUMOK, Vienna, “Hidden Darts” / Standard, Olso, 
Norway / Galerie Eva Presenhuber, Zurich, “Zurich Abstraction” 
 
2007 
Luhring Augustine, New York, Abstraction / Fortescue Avenue/Jonathan Viner Gallery, 
London 
 
2006 
Skestos Gabriele Gallery, Chicago / Susanne Hilberry Gallery, Detroit / Air de Paris, Paris / 
Standard, Oslo / Galerie Catherine Bastide, Brussels / Power House, Memphis, Dial “J” 
for Josh 
 
2005 
Fortescue Avenue and Jonathan Viner Gallery, London / Sculpture Center, Long Island City 
/ Galerie Catherine Bastide, Brussels / Reena Spaulings Fine Art, New York, Make It Plain 
/ Taxter and Spengeman Gallery, New York, Faces 
 
2004 
Reena Spaulings Fine Art, New York 
 
2003 
Galerie Catherine Bastide, Brussels / Volume Gallery, New York / M Shanghai Bistro, 
Brooklyn, Chinese Paintings / Margo Victor Presents, Los Angeles, Dial “J” for Josh 
  
GROUP EXHIBITIONS (SINCE 2008) 

2009 
Le Consortium, Dijon 
New Museum, New York, Younger Than Jesus 
 
2008 
RENTAL, New York, Champion Fine Art: Champion Zero 
Kunstmuseum Luzern, Luzern, Blasted Allegories. Werke aus der Sammlung Ringier  
Filomena Soares Gallery, Lisbon, Murder Letters 
Galerie Neue Alte Brücke, Frankfurt, Black and White Exhibition 
The Museum of Modern Art, New York, Book/Shelf 
 
 





 


